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My Expectations for You...

I By the end of this training you will write an 1-3 page or
700-1200 words economics piece on the topic of your choosing
(at last 2 articles per month)

I You will pitch that economics piece to our Facebook outlets.

I Outside of training you will be working independently on your
opinion piece.

I You will bring an open, critical mind to class and willingly
accept feedback from your peers and from me.
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So, what exactly is an Economics Article anyway?

I Why do we publish Economics Articles?

I What are Economics Article about?

I Who writes Economics Articles?

I Who reads Economics Articles?

I What purpose do we serve for readers?

I Why should you write an Economics Articles?

Let’s give one a read...
1. Cambodia’s Agricultural Sector is in Dire Need of Revitalization
2. The World Is Desperate for More Covid Vaccines
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https://southeastasiaglobe.com/cambodias-agricultural-sector-is-one-in-dire-need-of-revitalising/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/12/opinion/world-covid-vaccines.html
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What do you think?

I What did the author do that worked well?

I What did the author do that didn’t work so well?

I Was the opinion of the author clear? What was it?

I Did you find the author’s argument convincing?

I Can you tell why this Op-Ed was written?

I Do you come away from this piece knowing more?
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Reading is a Big Part of Writing!
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You should read for content...

I What was the argument? Has the author made his or her
argument clear? Has the author made the argument
convincing? How has the author done these things?

I What did the piece teach me? What is the piece adding to the
conversation? Have I come away from the piece knowing more
about the topic? Why? What strategies did the author use to
teach me more?

I Was this piece timely? How?
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I Argumentative: This type of Op-Ed puts forward the writer’s
opinion about an issue, usually an opinion that opposes
someone else’s arguments. For example: X thinks this, but I
think the opposite, and here’s why I’m right.

I Informative: This type of Op-Ed provides more information
about an issue or debate, so that the public’s knowledge on the
issue is increased. For example: X thinks this, and Y think that,
but here is some extra information that they do not consider.
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And you should read for structure

I How is the piece put together?

I Think of the essay as a house built from the ground up. Break
the sections apart and figure out how the author has built their
piece.

I What has the author included in their intro? Where have they
put their evidence or explanation? Where is the solution they
propose if there is one? How do they conclude their piece?
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I Reason: Why are you writing about this
now? Timeliness? Rebutting an article,
quote or another Op-Ed? Why should the
reader pay any attention to your article?

I Current thinking: What assumption are you
arguing against? Counter-arguments? What
is the status quo?

I Your argument: Lay out clearly what
opinion you want to put forward, and note
how that di�ers from current thinking.

I Support: Facts/figures/evidence to support
your opinion

I Conclusion: A summary of your opinions
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If we have time. . .

Spend the remaining time brainstorming ideas for turning your area
of research or interest into an opinion piece.

I What do people absolutely have to know about a given topic?

I What will add to the ongoing conversation?

I What can you write about that no one else can? Feel free to ask
our team management any and all questions. We’re here to
help you.
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A few ways to craft an argument...

1 Challenge an initial read.

2 Challenge a published view.

3 Explain unexpected conclusions.

4 Intervene in a debate.

5 Point out how a piece of evidence encapsulates a larger issue.

6 Point out how an insignificant moment is actually critical.

7 Point out the limits of the existing literature.

8 Point out a problem others don’t usually see.

Expectations Econ Article Reflection Structure Arguments Writing Tips Writing Outline Question
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Challenge an initial read: The truth about your topic is not what
would be expected or what would appear given the current
thinking. Example: The general assumption is that the trade war
between the United States and China will be bad for Cambodia. I’m
arguing that’s not true.

Challenge a published view: The standard or published view of a
topic needs challenging. Example: Cambodia treats its fight against
the drug war as an issue for the criminal justice system. I’m going to
argue that it would be better to treat it as a public health problem.

Expectations Econ Article Reflection Structure Arguments Writing Tips Writing Outline Question
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Explain unexpected conclusions: A simple, common, or apparently
obvious approach to a topic has more complex, unexpected, or
non-obvious implications—and perhaps explains more—than it may
initially seem. Example: Criminalizing sex work doesn’t make sex
work go away. Here’s what the studies of the ways legal codes deal
with sex work say about how countries should be legislating this
industry.

Intervene in a debate: A critical debate exists on this topic, about
which scholars hold conflicting views. Example: X thinks this, Y
thinks this, here’s a piece of information that neither one has
considered that alters the debate.
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Point out how a piece of evidence expresses something essential
about a larger issue: The analysis of this smaller topic explains
something of significance about a larger topic. Example: X
data/research about what happens when rural Cambodian women
have more disposable income tells us something larger about what
Cambodia’s poverty-reduction strategy should be.

Point out how an insignificant moment is actually critical: A
seemingly tangential or insignificant matter is actually central or
essential. Example: X moment in Cambodia’s history with the
European Union that has been overlooked is actually important for
understanding the current drama around the Everything But Arms
agreement.
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Point out the limits of existing study on a topic: The critical
knowledge thus far accumulated about a text, issue, or idea remains
limited or blinded in some significant way. Example: The Cambodian
government says the air isn’t polluted, but there are actually
serious limitations in the data being gathered, because there aren’t
enough air pollution sensors in Phnom Penh.

Point out a problem others don’t usually see: A feature or element
of a topic that everyone accepts as unproblematic actually has
significant problems. Example: Phnom Penh is cracking down on
tra�c violations by installing tra�c cameras to catch bad drivers.
That might be a good thing for tra�c safety, but it’s a bad thing for
government surveillance.
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How to sell your argument

To make your argument persuasive, Aristotle says you need to be
thinking about:

1 Logos

2 Pathos

3 Ethos
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I Logos: You must appeal to the reader’s logic and reason. This means you
convince them of your opinion through sensible argument, and with facts
and figures. Unless you have evidence to support your opinion, the reader
has no reason to trust it.

I Pathos: The reader might be persuaded by facts and reason, but it is also
important to understand the emotions of the reader. This is more suited to
some issues (those that are emotional anyway) but it is also how you phrase
your arguments, such as with adjectives, choice of words, strategic personal
examples which influence their thoughts.

I Ethos: The reader is unlikely to trust your arguments if they cannot trust you.
This means that you must present yourself as a respectable and trustworthy
writer. You must stick to intellectual honesty – such as being careful not to
make false analogies or bad arguments. Your language must be respectable.
Beware of fallacies and bad historical analogy.
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Turning your topic into an argument

I Why does this topic matter?

I Is this topic timely? Why does your piece need to be written
today?

I How does this topic matter to society?

I How does this topic matter to individual people?

I What are some ways you could craft an argument about this
topic?

I Could you use Logos, Pathos or Ethos to show this?
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What can you use to support your argument?

I News: Read widely and critically, Take into account the source of the
news, Quickly developing stories can be tricky. . . , Cite this
information with hyperlinks

I Data: As with news, pay attention to the source, Make sure the data
says what you think it says, Cite your source with hyperlinks.

I History: Beware of historical analogies. If you are to compare to
something in history, make sure you have thought it through, are
confident in its truth, and have facts to support your argument.

I Personal Experience: You can put yourself in the story if you have a
compelling experience that links you to the topic.

I Public Statements

I What else?
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something in history, make sure you have thought it through, are
confident in its truth, and have facts to support your argument.

I Personal Experience: You can put yourself in the story if you have a
compelling experience that links you to the topic.

I Public Statements

I What else?
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From an outline to a written piece

I Keeping this structure in mind.

I Know what you plan to say in each section.

I Be concise. If your section has a point to make, get to that
point as quickly and as clearly as possible.

I Get away from academic writing. Pretend you’re writing a letter
to an interesting friend. How would you explain your argument
to him or her?

I Prepare yourself to receive edits.
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Any Question!
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Thank You!
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